THE  SUN  AND   THE  SERPENT

ever, be considered an improper person, he is
called before the village elders, who, in solemn
conclave, decide upon his claims. The office is
not hereditary. The chela, when he receives his
call, must separate from his family ; [must lead
a celibate life ; must eat no food which has not
been prepared with his own hands ; must sleep on
the ground; and must not wear shoes. In some
cases the chela is allowed to live in his own house,
but the other rules appear to be always enforced.
In most places the chela, when under the divine
influence, must not be touched by any other
person.

When, as is rarely the case, the worship at a
Naga, or Deva, temple is conducted by a Brahman
priest, he has no authority over the chela or over
the temple property, nor has he any power to
regulate the festivals, or to make any demands
from the worshippers.    The temple management
is in the hands of the council of elders, guided by
the will of the deity, as announced by the prophet
when under the influence of the divine afflatus.
The chela then represents the deity, and is spoken
of as the deity.    It is probable that when in the
epic poems we read of the commands of Indra,
or other divinities, the utterances of the inspired
prophet are referred to.    As may well be imagined,
the influence of these men, for good or for evil, is
very great.    There can, I think, be little doubt
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